
FIRST READING Deuteronomy 28.1–14.

A reading from Deuteronomy, Chapter 28.
If you will only obey the LORD your God, by diligently observing all his 
commandments that I am commanding you today, the LORD your God will set you 
high above all the nations of the earth; all these blessings shall come upon you and 
overtake you, if you obey the LORD your God:
Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field.
Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit of your ground, and the fruit of your 
livestock, both the increase of your cattle and the issue of your flock.
Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.
The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you; 
they shall come out against you one way, and flee before you seven ways.
The LORD will command the blessing upon you in your barns, and in all that you 
undertake; he will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.
The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he has sworn to you, if you keep 
the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways.
All the peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, 
and they shall be afraid of you.
The LORD will make you abound in prosperity, in the fruit of your womb, in the fruit 
of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground in the land that the LORD swore to 
your ancestors to give you.
The LORD will open for you his rich storehouse, the heavens, to give the rain of your 
land in its season and to bless all your undertakings. You will lend to many nations, 
but you will not borrow.
The LORD will make you the head, and not the tail; you shall be only at the top, and 
not at the bottom--if you obey the commandments of the LORD your God, which I 
am commanding you today, by diligently observing them, and if you do not turn aside 
from any of the words that I am commanding you today, either to the right or to the 
left, following other gods to serve them.

For the Word of the LORD.
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SECOND READING Acts 28.17–end
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 28.
Three days later he called together the local leaders of the Jews. When they had 
assembled, he said to them, "Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people 
or the customs of our ancestors, yet I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to 
the Romans.
When they had examined me, the Romans wanted to release me, because there was 
no reason for the death penalty in my case.
But when the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to the emperor--even though I 
had no charge to bring against my nation.
For this reason therefore I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is for the 
sake of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain."
They replied, "We have received no letters from Judea about you, and none of the 
brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything evil about you.
But we would like to hear from you what you think, for with regard to this sect we 
know that everywhere it is spoken against."
After they had set a day to meet with him, they came to him at his lodgings in great 
numbers. From morning until evening he explained the matter to them, testifying to 
the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the law of 
Moses and from the prophets.
Some were convinced by what he had said, while others refused to believe.
So they disagreed with each other; and as they were leaving, Paul made one further 
statement: "The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors through the prophet 
Isaiah, 'Go to this people and say, You will indeed listen, but never understand, and 
you will indeed look, but never perceive.
For this people's heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they 
have shut their eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their 
ears, and understand with their heart and turn-- and I would heal them.'
Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; 
they will listen."
And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, arguing vigourously among 
themselves.
He lived there two whole years at his own hired dwelling and welcomed all who came 
to him, proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all boldness and without hindrance.

For the Word of the LORD.
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